
NAL – New Lisbon Airport, a decision postponed for 50 years in Portugal. 

 THE FÓRMULA "IKEA" 

Reporting to the present date: 

 March 17, 2025, what is known: 

The announcement of the decision taken by the Portuguese government oƯicially 
still in temporary functions, by presidential decision until it enters into purely 
administrative management, as soon as the parliament is dismissed, announced 
for March 20 of this year, had chosen one of the most expensive and time-
consuming options, of the various options that have been and have been the 
subject of previous studies and technical opinions since the previous government,  
in March 2024.  

In a vision of megalomania, under the pretext of great national interest, several 
other projects are superimposed, whether the high-speed rail line that in terms of 
travel time aims to shorten the distance between Lisbon and Madrid, a new 
crossing over the Tagus River between the two banks of the Portuguese capital, in 
addition to, and for the city's current metro network,  an increase in the area 
covered, extending to contiguous municipalities that would allow greater mobility 
to the populations in their daily social and professional tasks. 

What with these options, the fragile national economy could rebuild and solidify 
consistency, because being regrettably devoid of relevant and competitive 
industries, the tourist sector, as the main economic activity, would be the lifeline 
and the remedy for all ills. 

This sector has been systematically, and in recent governments, the great strategic 
objective. 

However, reinforcing the urgent need to take another path, and in view of the 
current European and global conjectures that significantly impact the already 
megalomaniac model, the purpose, the place, the way and the form become 
evidently obsolete. 

 In addition, there is the fact that the intended sale of the national airline TAP AIR 
Portugal which, due to allegedly irrevocable conditions, has a set of specifications 
for acquisition proposals, which is partly already known to public opinion, as well 
as a ruse to hunt down a seductive, tender and unwary sheep like hungry old 
wolves. 

 

 



Delving deeper into the subject, and in other strategic decisions that would 
apparently be taken, such as the decontamination of the soils of the Alcochete 
shooting range, the main territory from which the announced NAL would emerge, 
should not be considered a strong point, underlined by the defenders of this option 
New Lisbon Airport NAL since, and focusing on the ecological components 
regarding the aeronautical industry and the emission of greenhouse gases,  that 
accentuate the progressive warming of the planet, the "carbon oƯsetting", as the 
countermeasure scientifically studied and already being implemented worldwide 
by both governments of countries and by aviation companies of great renown and 
wide intercontinental operation in addition to others in the field of energy 
production from fossil natural resources,   It is based on 2 main actions:  

- the reforestation of burnt or felled forest areas, 

- stopping and monitoring disorderly deforestation. 

 

Not deviating from the good purpose of soil decontamination, the purpose would 
change to promote agricultural land framed with the region and promote the 
possible orderly forest of native specimens. 

In the point of view presented here, another location, still on the north bank of the 
city, would be more advantageous at all levels. 

Without forgetting to note that an option for the NAL, which deserved a serious 
study and adequate technical opinion, can be consulted at the following internet 
link, this option also contemplated the existing infrastructure, also on the north 
bank of the Tagus River, without requiring a 3rd crossing of the Tagus River between 
both banks of the city,  served by the existing railway line, and which would 
interfere little or nothing with the high-speed rail connection, since it is properly 
framed, in a broader vision, arguably more weighted in costs and resources, 
notoriously sustainable in environmental and ecological terms. 

In addition to this dossier, there are still some other surrounding works, such as 
the improvement of road accessibility. 

The option of the NAL in Santarém for 50 years has been the one that at the time 
was thought to be the most appropriate, a remarkable progressive vision of a 
divined future. 

 

Thus, a preamble to the next chapters of the NAL saga is recorded here. 

 


